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This news letter is an effort to
keep on track and keep
everyone up to date. So
welcome to the first news letter
of the National Smokejumper
Center. For content, the editor
will pull items from the agenda
of our next meeting (as seen on
www.smokejumpercenter.com)

and give some background
behind each issue. This way, we
may be able to fully address
each item and the board
members may have a consensus
at our next meeting. Feel free to
comment on any issue and
introduce any ideas of your own.

Building Infrastructure is the
overlying goal for the NSC for
2007. This includes everything
we need to be fully operational
by the summer of 2008.

The timing for our goals can not
be at a better time. The Gallatin
Consolidation Act has created
an opportunity for the Forest
Service to offer the NSC the
chance to buy at market value
through a noncompetitive bid
the Madison Ranger Station in
the spring of 2008.

We believe that this site located
in the middle of West
Yellowstone is well suited for
our store front, a parachute loft
with packing table and tower,
and quarters for summer staff.

There is also ample room at the
site to construct a Junior
Smokejumper Training area.

The log buildings have
considerable historical value and
it is our goal to preserve them in
their original state. We are
making arrangements for a
structural expert to examine the
buildings to determine their
integrity and to address any
maintenance needed. The
historical buildings are a picture
into the smokejumper and Forest
Service’s past. In many ways, it
represents our roots which make
it an appropriate place to tell our
story.

The key to the noncompetitive
bid is the determination by the
Forest Service that this option is
in the best interest of the tax
payers. We have a letter from
the City of West Yellowstone
supporting our purchase of the
Ranger Station. This
demonstrates to the Forest
Service that we have direct local
support as we fit very nicely
with  the city’s economic
diversification plans.

Our mission is to tell the public
the  smokejumper’s  wildfire
story. We tell why fire
prevention and management of
fire adapted ecosystems is
important. By telling the

smokejumper’s story to kids
ages 5 through 12 in role
playing exercises free of charge
IS a very positive experience that
kids will remember for years to
come. The Junior Smokejumper
Program will generate good will
and give a return that the Forest
Service and the fire community
will receive year after year.
With over two million visitors
passing through West
Yellowstone each year, there is
probably no better place to
contact and inform the public
about wildfire issues.

A change in the NSC bylaws is
needed to open an avenue for
new board members. Up to this
date we have not solicited new
Board Members or Officers.
For starters, this has work well
during the organizational phase,
but we need to open up the
process to include the entire
smokejumper community.
There are several ways this can
be done. Nominations by each
base, by the NSA board, or by
the NSA member ship at large
are all possible solutions. We
are open to ideas. Give this one
some thought and we’ll talk
about it later.

Email comments or questions to
NSC secretary John Walden at
john@smokejumpercenter.com

We are an incorporated nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization. Please feel free to post this news letter or sent it to any one you feel

is interested in our efforts.




