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The Junior Smokejumper
Program which ran last summer
proved to be very popular with
both West Yellowstone and
vacationing kids from all parts
of the country. If we are
successful in obtaining the
historic Madison Ranger Station
(MSR) in West Yellowstone
through the provisions of the
Gallatin Consolidation Act, the
Junior Smokejumper Program
will undergo a major expansion.
The MRS offers a large area to
build a junior smokejumper
training area modeled after those
used in the late forties and early
fifties. Overhead ropes, ladders,
ramps, and a wall are being
planned for prospective Junior
Smokejumpers to negotiate. A
scaled down jump tower with
mock up exit door leading to a
shock simulator is also being
planned.

Classroom exercises will be
presented during breaks in the
active sessions. These will
include talks on smokejumper
history, wilderness survival, first
aid, and fire ecology. The
complete program will be given
free of charge to kids ages five
to twelve.

The program will presented by
experienced smokejumpers who
understand the need to watch out
for each others and are willing

to step up when the need arises.
If any of these smokejumper
qualities rub off onto the kids,
then that is a plus.

Physical training is part of the
Junior Smokejumper Training as
it is with smokejumpers and
firefighters everywhere. There
iS no better medicine for a
person than physical exercise
and it is hoped that kids leave
the program with this message.
Note the following by Holly
Atinson, MD and Editor of
Health News, when she says,
“Exercise is the closest thing
we’ll ever get to the miracle pill
that everyone is seeking. It
brings weight loss, appetite
control, improved mood and
self-esteem, an energy kick and
longer life by decreasing the risk
of heart disease, diabetes, stroke,
osteoporosis, and chronic
disabilities.”

pointed to as examples of why
changes in fire policies
developed after the 1910 burn
are no longer adequate.

Drop Zone activities are
planned to begin next summer at
West Yellowstone’s old airport.
A single engine Cessna 206 will
be under contract with the NSC
for demonstration jumps by
smokejumpers and cargo drops.
The single engine Travel Air
preceded the 206 as a jump
plane for use for initial attack
and suppression of lightning
caused fires until the twin
engine requirement was adapted.

The public will be invited to
view the jump site, met the
jumpers, and ask questions.
Whether plans are adopted for
jump training and jumping by
the public for a fee is to be
discuses by the NSC board.

Summer of 2008 is the
twentieth anniversary of the
Yellowstone Fires. The NSC
will be coordinating with the
National Park Service on how
we may help each other in
presenting public programs on
the occurrence of this historical
event. The 1988 fires have
become a landmark in how
wildfires are viewed and are

Infrastructure activities
continue with obtaining support
of the NSC mission from local
and state organizations and grant
writing.

Email comments or questions to
any NSC member at
http://www.smokejumpercenter.
com/contact.htm
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